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Hindu Nataka Samajam (Guntur) : Hindu Nataka Samajam of Guntur (popularly called the
First Company) flourished due to the inimitable acting talents of Hari Prasada Rao. Others who
earned fame as important actors were Naushervanji and Balijepalli Laxmikantham, the author
of Satya Hariscandrtyamu. Hari Prasada Rao introduced the method of singing the 'padyam'
and the song in the coastal Andhra area (already initiated by Dharmvaram in Bellary). For
his acting and his musical and meaningful rendering of the metrical stanza, he was honoured
with the title "Andhra Nataka Pitamaha".
The Second Company at Guntur (its real name was "Vibudha Ranjani Sringara Hindu
Nataka Samajam") became famous due to a great and established actor, Malladi Govinda
Sastry, known for his role of Krishna.
By about 1898 Dharanipragada Surayya, a philanthropist and patron of theatre, started his
'National Theatre' at Rajahmundry. This was perhaps the first professional theatre company
in Andhra which paid monthly salaries to its actors.
In Nellore was started an association, with the illustrious scholar-playwright, Vedam
Venkataraya Sastry, as the president, "Andhra Bhashabhimani Samajam" in 1899. Its main
attraction was Kandadai Srinivasan, known for his sensitive interpretation of the character of
Dushyanta in Sakuntalam and also the main roles in Vedam's plays. Its rival organisation was
"Vardhamana Samajam" with another well-known actor, Nelluru Nagaraja Rao, as its chief
performer.
An association which competed with Dharmavaram's "Sarasa Vinodini Sabha" in Bellary was
"Sumanorama Sabha" established by Kolachalam Srinivasa Rao, the doyen of the Historical
play in Telugu. The illustrious actor-director, Bellary Raghava (Tadipatri Raghavacharyulu) was
an important member of this association whose portrayals of such characters as Ramadas
and Pathan had since become models of great acting. Kolachalam wrote The Dramatic History
of the World in English in 1909, the first such attempt by an Indian.
In order to alleviate the condition of the women who belonged to the world's most
ancient profession and to reform them and bring them into the main stream of life, Marepalli
Ramachandra Sastry, a scholar, poet and dramatist, started "Sangeeta Maninee Samajam"
in 1902 at Visakhapatnam, Even male roles were done by females in this Samajam. Such
all-women associations were started at Guntur, Machilipatnam, Gudur and other places. In
Parlaklmldl (now in Orlssa) was started the "Amateur Dramatic Association" in which Gidugu
Sltapati, a veteran literateur, played the main roles. Similarly, another scholar-actor, Chatti
China Purnaiah Pantulu, was the mainstay of "Rama Vilasini Samajam" of Srikakulam.
Surabhi Nataka Samajam: Vanarasa Govinda Rao started "Sri Sarada Mano Vinodini Sangeeta
Nataka Sabha" by about 1887 at a village, Surabhi, in Rayachoti Taluk of Cuddapah district.
As it was started In Surabhi, this Samajam came to be known as Surabhi Nataka Samajam
and all actors as "Surabhi" people. During the early years of its development, Raptati Subba
Das was its writer-director. When in all the other theatrical companies (except in all-female
companies) men played female roles, in the Surabhi Samajam men played male roles and